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New York State Sen. Brad Hoylman talks with reporters during a special legislative session at the 
state Capitol, Dec. 22, 2022, in Albany, N.Y. 
Associated Press 
Lawmakers seek to bar insurrectionists 
from holding office 


By MAYSOON KHAN 
Associated Press/Report for America 
ALBANY, N.Y. (AP) — Democratic lawmak- 
ers in a handful of states are trying to send 
a message two years after the violent at- 
tack on the U.S. Capitol: Those who en- 
gage in an attempted overthrow of the 
government shouldn’t be allowed to run it. 
New York, Connecticut and Virginia are 
among states where proposed legislation 


would prohibit anyone convicted of par- 
ticipating in an insurrection from holding 
public office or a position of public trust, 
such as becoming a police officer. 
While the bills vary in scope, their aim is 
similar. “If you’ve tried to take down our 
government through violent means, in no 
way should you be part of it,” New York 
state Sen. Brad Hoylman-Sigal said. 
Continued on Page 2 
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Lawmakers seek to bar insurrectionists from holding office 


Continued from Front 


He is sponsoring a bill that 
would bar people con- 
victed of engaging in an 
insurrection 
or 
rebellion 
against the United States 
from holding civil office, 
meaning they would not 
be able to serve as a judge 
or member of the Legisla- 
ture. 
Hoylman-Sigal 
said 
he introduced the bill this 
year because he saw more 
people who were involved 
in the riot in Washington on 
Jan. 6, 2021, running for of- 
fice last year. 
He described the assault 
on the Capitol as “a real 
attack on the foundations 
of our free and fair democ- 
racy and the values which 
enable that to persist.” 
A Virginia lawmaker intro- 
duced a bill this month, on 


the second anniversary of 
the Capitol riot, that would 
prohibit anyone convicted 
of a felony related to an 
attempted insurrection or 
riot from serving in positions 


of public trust — including 
those involving policymak- 
ing, law enforcement, safe- 
ty, education or health. 
A Connecticut bill would 
prohibit people convicted 


of sedition, rebellion, insur- 
rection or a felony related 
to one of those acts from 
running for or holding pub- 
lic office. Senate Major- 
ity Leader Bob Duff, who 
introduced the measure, 
told The Associated Press 
that he wants the legisla- 
tion eventually to bar them 
from holding state or mu- 
nicipal jobs. 
The legislation in the states 
comes after the House Jan. 
6 committee’s final report, 
which found Donald Trump 
criminally engaged in a 
conspiracy to overturn the 
lawful results of the 2020 
presidential election he lost 
and failed to take action to 
stop his supporters from at- 
tacking the Capitol. 
The committee’s recently 
concluded work may have 
provided another spring- 
board for lawmakers to 
act and propose ways to 
hold people accountable, 
said Victoria Bassetti, a se- 
nior policy adviser at States 
United Democracy Center, 
a nonpartisan organiza- 
tion that advocates for fair 
elections. 
Some Republicans say the 
legislation is unnecessary. 
In New York, Republican 
Assemblyman Will Barclay, 
the minority leader, called 
the bill there a “political 
statement,” 
saying 
it 
is 
“more political than it is a 
concern about public pol- 
icy.” 
He said existing rules al- 
ready apply to people in 
certain positions who are 
convicted of crimes and 
that those laws “should be 
sufficient.” 
The legislation is another 
example of how the Capi- 
tol riot has become a po- 
litical Rorschach test in the 
country. 
Many Republicans refuse 
to see the attempt to vio- 
lently halt the presidential 
certification — which was 
based on lies that 2020 
election was stolen — as 
an insurrection, while a 
strong majority of the party 
continues to believe that 
President Joe Biden was 
not legitimately elected. 
Even students are being 
taught different versions of 
the attack, depending on 
whether they live in more 
conservative or liberal parts 


of the nation. 
The 
opposing 
realities 
came into sharp focus this 
month in Pennsylvania dur- 
ing a fraught exchange 
between two lawmakers. 
In a committee hearing, 
Republican state Sen. Cris 
Dush slammed his gavel as 
he ruled Democratic state 
Sen. Amanda Cappelletti 
out of order after she de- 
scribed the U.S. Capitol on 
Jan. 6 as “the site of an in- 
surrection.” 
“Insurrection, 
nobody 
has been charged with 
that,” Dush said. “There’s 
not been a single charge 
against any of those peo- 
ple as insurrectionists. In this 
committee, we are not us- 
ing that term.” 
Nearly 1,000 people have 
been charged in the Capi- 
tol riot with federal crimes, 
with about half of them 
pleading guilty to riot-relat- 
ed charges and more than 
three dozen convicted at 
trial. The charges range 
from 
misdemeanors 
for 
those accused of entering 
the Capitol illegally but not 
participating in violence to 
felony seditious conspiracy 
for far-right extremist group 
members accused of plot- 
ting to stop the transfer of 
presidential power. 
In November, two lead- 
ers of the Oath Keepers 
extremist group were con- 
victed of seditious conspir- 
acy for what prosecutors 
alleged was a weekslong 
plot to use force to keep 
Trump in office. Leaders 
of the Proud Boys and ad- 
ditional members of the 
Oath Keepers are currently 
standing trial on the sedi- 
tion charge, which carries 
up to 20 years behind bars. 
Weeks after the committee 
exchange, Cappelletti told 
The Associated Press that 
it’s important to make sure 
people understand that 
the attack on the Capitol 
was an insurrection. 
“These are factually cor- 
rect 
things,” 
she 
said. 
“That doesn’t mean that 
we can’t disagree politi- 
cally about policy or other 
things, but we can ac- 
knowledge that that hap- 
pened and start to figure 
out how we move forward 
to work together to build up 
that public trust again.”q 


Insurrectionists loyal to President Donald Trump try to break 
through a police barrier, Jan. 6, 2021, at the Capitol in 
Washington. 
Associated Press 
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By ELLEN KNICKMEYER and 
SEUNG MIN KIM 
Associated Press 
WASHINGTON (AP) — Se- 
nior Democrats, dismayed 
by a steady stream of star- 
tling disclosures, expressed 
criticism Sunday of how 
President Joe Biden han- 
dled classified material af- 
ter leaving office as vice 
president and disappoint- 
ment that the White House 
has not been more forth- 
coming with the public. 
Lawmakers 
who 
might 
have anticipated questions 
focusing on the debt limit 
or Ukraine aid when they 
were booked last week 
for the Sunday news shows 
found themselves quizzed 
about the latest develop- 
ment over the weekend in 
the document drama that 
has put Biden’s presidency 
on the defensive: During 
a search Friday of Biden’s 
home in Wilmington, Dela- 
ware, the FBI found ad- 
ditional documents with 
classified 
markings 
and 
took possession of some 
of his handwritten notes, 
the president’s lawyer said 
Saturday. Biden should be 
“embarrassed by the situ- 
ation,” said Illinois Sen. Dick 
Durbin, the second-ranking 
Democrat in the Senate, 
adding that the president 
had ceded the moral high 
ground on an issue that has 
already entangled former 
President Donald Trump. 


Special counsels appoint- 
ed by Attorney General 
Merrick Garland are inves- 
tigating both cases. 
“Well, of course. Let’s be 
honest about it. When that 
information is found, it di- 
minishes the stature of any 
person who is in possession 
of it because it’s not sup- 
posed to happen. ... The 
elected official bears ulti- 
mate responsibility,” Durbin 
said. Sen. Joe Manchin, 
D-W.Va., said Biden “should 
have a lot of regrets. ... You 
just might as well say, ‘Lis- 
ten, it’s irresponsible.’” The 
president 
told 
reporters 
on Thursday that he had 
“no regrets” over how and 
when the public learned 
about the documents and 
that there was “no there 
there.” 
Despite 
their 
criticism, 
Biden’s fellow Democrats 
defended what they said 
was his cooperation with 
the Justice Department as 
the search for additional 
classified material unfolds. 
They contrasted it with 
Trump’s resistance to ef- 
forts to recover hundreds 
of documents after he left 
office. 
“It is outrageous that either 
occurred,” 
Durbin 
said. 
“But the reaction by the 
former president and the 
current president could not 
be in sharper contrast.” 
Biden voluntarily allowed 
the FBI into his home on 


Friday, but the lack of a 
warrant did not dim the 
extraordinary nature of the 
search. It compounded the 
embarrassment to Biden 
that started in earlier in 
January with the disclosure 
that the president’s lawyers 
had found a “small num- 
ber” of classified records at 
a former office at the Penn 
Biden Center in Washing- 
ton shortly before the Nov. 
8 elections. 
The White House has dis- 
closed that Biden’s team 
found 
classified 
docu- 
ments and official records 
on three other occasions in 
recent months — in follow- 
up searches on Dec. 20 in 
the garage of his Wilming- 
ton home, and on Jan. 11 
and 12 in his home library. 
The discoveries have be- 
come a political liability as 
Biden prepares to kick off 
his 2024 reelection bid, and 
they undercut his efforts to 
portray an image of propri- 
ety to the American public 
after the tumultuous presi- 
dency of his predecessor, 
Trump. 
Manchin excoriated both 
men for their handling of 
sensitive 
security 
docu- 
ments. “It’s just hard to 
believe that in the United 
States of America, we have 
a former president and a 
current president that are 
basically in the same situ- 
ation,” he said. “How does 
this happen?”q 


The access road to President Joe Biden’s home in Wilmington, Del., is seen from a media van on 
Jan. 13, 2023. 


Associated Press 
Dems: Biden should be ‘embarrassed’ 
by classified docs case 


An Abbott Laboratories manufacturing plant is shown in 
Sturgis, Mich., on Sept. 23, 2010. 


Associated Press 
Justice Department 
investigating Abbott 
baby formula plant 


NEW YORK (AP) — The U.S. Justice Department is in- 
vestigating the Abbott Laboratories infant formula 
plant in Michigan that was shut down for months 
last year due to contamination, the company con- 
firmed. 
The factory’s closure in February 2022 was a key 
cause of a nationwide baby formula shortage that 
forced parents to seek formula from food banks, 
friends and doctor’s offices. Production restarted in 
June. 
The Justice Department has informed Abbott of its 
investigation and the company is “cooperating ful- 
ly,” Abbott spokesperson Scott Stoffel said via email. 
He declined to provide further details. 
The investigation was first reported by The Wall Street 
Journal, which said the Justice Department’s con- 
sumer protection branch is looking into conduct at 
the Sturgis, Michigan, plant that led to its shutdown. 
Abbott closed the factory after the Food and Drug 
Administration began investigating four bacterial in- 
fections among infants who consumed powdered 
formula from the plant. Inspectors uncovered sev- 
eral violations at the plant, including bacterial con- 
tamination, a leaky roof and lax safety protocols. But 
Abbott has stated that its products have not been 
directly linked to the infections, which involved dif- 
ferent bacterial strains. 
Abbott is one of just four companies that produce 
90% of U.S. formula, and its February recall of sev- 
eral leading brands, including Similac, squeezed 
supplies that had already been strained by supply 
chain disruptions and stockpiling during COVID-19 
shutdowns. 
The shortage was especially acute for children with 
allergies, digestive problems and metabolic disor- 
ders who rely on specialty formulas. The Abbott fac- 
tory is the only source of many of those products. 
The FDA has faced intense criticism for taking 
months to close the plant and then negotiate its 
reopening.q 
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By ANDREW DALTON and 
JAE C. HONG 
Associated Press 
MONTEREY 
PARK, 
Calif. 
(AP) — A gunman killed 
10 people at a ballroom 
dance studio amid Lunar 
New Year celebrations and 
then probably tried — but 
failed — to target a second 
dance hall, authorities said 
Sunday. An urgent search 
was underway across the 
Los Angeles area for the 
suspect. 
LA County Sheriff Robert 
Luna said the shooting at 
the Star Ballroom Dance 
Studio in Monterey Park left 
five women and five men 
dead and wounded an- 
other 10 people. Then 20 
to 30 minutes later, a man 
with a gun entered the Lai 
Lai Ballroom in nearby Al- 
hambra. 
Authorities believe the two 
events 
are 
connected. 
They offered no details 
about a possible motive. 
The suspect in both cases 
was described as an Asian 
male. He entered the Al- 
hambra club with a gun, 
and people wrestled the 
weapon away from him 
before he fled, Luna said. 
By midday, police in tacti- 
cal vehicles and bomb- 
squad trucks surrounded a 
white van in a parking lot. 
Hours earlier, Luna said au- 
thorities were looking for a 
white van after witnesses 
reported seeing the sus- 
pect flee from Alhambra in 
such a vehicle. 
“We believe there is a per- 
son inside of that vehicle. 
We don’t know their con- 


dition, but we’re going to 
handle that in safest man- 
ner that we possibly can 
and try and identify that 
person. Could it be our sus- 
pect? Possibly,” Luna said. 
In response to a question, 
Luna said it was possible 
that the person barricaded 
in van is dead. 
Authorities 
said 
Sunday 
they know the suspect’s 
name but declined to re- 
lease it because it could 
complicate their ability to 
apprehend him. But they 
did release a photo show- 
ing an Asian man wearing 
glasses and a winter hat. 
The image was taken from 
the attempted shooting in 
Alhambra. 
The sheriff declined to say 
what type of gun was re- 
covered in Alhambra. He 
said investigators believe 
the gun used in Monterey 
Park was not an assault rifle. 
The shooting and manhunt 


sent a wave of fear through 
Asian American communi- 
ties in the Los Angeles area 
and cast a shadow over 
Lunar New Year festivities 
around the country. Other 
cities sent extra officers to 
watch over the celebra- 
tions. 
The massacre was the na- 
tion’s fifth mass killing this 
month. It was also the 
deadliest attack since May 
24, when 21 people were 
killed in an elementary 
school in Uvalde, Texas. 
Monterey Park is a city of 
about 60,000 people on 
the eastern edge of Los 
Angeles and is composed 
mostly of Asian immigrants 
from China or first-gener- 
ation 
Asian 
Americans. 
The shooting happened in 
the heart of its downtown 
where red lanterns deco- 
rated the streets for the 
Lunar New Year festivities. 
A police car was parked 


near a large banner that 
proclaimed “Happy Year 
of the Rabbit!” 
The celebration in Mon- 
terey Park is one of Califor- 
nia’s largest and had at- 
tracted tens of thousands 
throughout the day. 
Two 
days 
of 
festivities, 
which have been attend- 
ed by as many as 100,000 
people in past years, were 
planned. But officials can- 
celed Sunday’s events fol- 
lowing the shooting. 
Tony Lai, 35, of Monterey 
Park was stunned when 
he came out for his early 
morning walk to learn that 
the noises he heard in the 
night were gunshots. 
“I thought maybe it was 
fireworks. I thought maybe 
it had something to do with 
Lunar New Year,” he said. 
“And we don’t even get 
a lot of fireworks here. It’s 
weird to see this. It’s really 
safe here. We’re right in the 


middle of the city, but it’s 
really safe.” Wynn Liaw, 57, 
who lives about two blocks 
from the Monterey Park stu- 
dio, said she was shocked 
that such a crime would 
happen, especially during 
New Year’s celebrations. 
“Chinese 
people, 
they 
consider Chinese New Year 
very, very special” — a 
time when “you don’t do 
anything that will bring bad 
luck the entire year.” 
An Associated Press/USA 
Today database on mass 
killings in the U.S. shows that 
2022 was one of the na- 
tion’s worst years in terms 
of mass killings, with 42 such 
attacks — the second- 
highest number since the 
creation of the tracker in 
2006. The database defines 
a mass killing as four peo- 
ple killed not including the 
perpetrator. 
The latest violence comes 
two months after five peo- 
ple were killed at a Colo- 
rado Springs nightclub. 
President Joe Biden and 
Attorney General Merrick 
Garland were briefed on 
the situation, aides said. 
The shooting occurred at 
Star Ballroom Dance Stu- 
dio, a few blocks from city 
hall on Monterey Park’s 
main thoroughfare of Gar- 
vey Avenue, which is dot- 
ted with strip malls of small 
businesses whose signs are 
in both English and Chi- 
nese. Cantonese and Man- 
darin are both widely spo- 
ken, Chinese holidays are 
celebrated, and Chinese 
films are screened regularly 
in the city.q 


Washington county mistakenly releases 460,000 partial SSNs 


Associated Press 
TACOMA, Wash. (AP) — A county in Wash- 
ington inadvertently released nearly half a 
million partial Social Security Numbers when 
responding to a routine public records request 
in December, according to county officials. 
The Pierce County Auditor’s Office, which mis- 
takenly released the sensitive data, said in a 
news release that the human error was quick- 
ly spotted and that the person who received 
the SSN digits deleted them within two hours. 
The requester had not asked for the personal 
information. 
“First let me say that I am incredibly sorry that 
this happened,” Pierce County Auditor Linda 
Farmer said in statement. Farmer added that 
this was not a targeted hack, and that “we 


have taken steps to ensure it does not hap- 
pen again.” 
The Social Security number information was 
included in a routine request for publicly avail- 
able voter registration data, which typically 
includes names, addresses and birth dates. 
Personally identifiable information, including 
Social Security number information, which 
can be used to commit identify theft, is ex- 
empt from public disclosure. 
In a Jan. 17 letter sent to the 463,110 voters 
affected, Whitney Stevens, the public records 
officer for the auditor’s office, apologized and 
outlined steps those impacted can take to 
protect their private information and monitor 
for fraud. 
“We have confirmed that there was no wide- 


spread dissemination of information and no 
retention or copying of the information by 
the requester,” Stevens saiid. “We encourage 
you, as always, to remain vigilant and moni- 
tor your account statements, insurance trans- 
actions, and free credit reports for potential 
fraud and identity theft, and promptly report 
any concerns.” 
In response to question from the The News Tri- 
bune, spokesperson for Pierce County Libby 
Catalinich said the county is requiring infor- 
mation to be reviewed by a second employ- 
ee before it is released to the public. 
Catalinich did not immediately respond to 
a request for comment from The Associated 
Press.q 


Gunman kills 10 near Lunar New Year festival in California 


This combination image created using photos provided by the Los Angeles County Sheriff’s 
Department shows a male suspect allegedly involved in a shooting on Saturday, Jan. 21, 2023, in 
Monterey Park, Calif. 


Associated Press 
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China rings in Year of Rabbit with most COVID rules lifted 


By EMILY WANG FUJIYAMA 
and KANIS LEUNG 
Associated Press 
BEIJING (AP) — People 
across China rang in the 
Lunar New Year on Sunday 
with large family gatherings 
and crowds visiting temples 
after the government lifted 
its strict "zero-COVID" poli- 
cy, marking the biggest fes- 
tive celebration since the 
pandemic 
began 
three 
years ago. 
The Lunar New Year is the 
most important annual holi- 
day in China. Each year is 
named after one of the 12 
signs of the Chinese zodiac 
in a repeating cycle, with 
this year being the Year 
of the Rabbit. For the past 
three years, celebrations 
were muted in the shadow 
of the pandemic. 
With the easing of most 
COVID-19 restrictions that 
had confined millions to 
their homes, people could 
finally make their first trip 
back to their hometowns 
to reunite with their fami- 
lies without worrying about 
the hassles of quarantine, 
potential lockdowns and 
suspension of travel. Larger 
public 
celebrations 
also 
returned for what is known 


as the Spring Festival in Chi- 
na, with the capital host- 
ing thousands of cultural 
events — on a larger scale 
than a year ago. 
"He has never experienced 
what a traditional new year 
is like because he was too 
young three years ago and 
he had no memory of that," 
said Si Jia, who brought her 
7-year-old son to the Qian- 
men area near Beijing's Ti- 
ananmen Square to expe- 
rience the festive vibe and 
learn about traditional Chi- 
nese culture. 
Nearly 
53,000 
offered 
prayers at Beijing's Lama 
Temple but the crowds ap- 
peared to be smaller com- 
pared to pre-pandemic 
days. The Tibetan Buddhist 
site allows up to 60,000 
visitors a day, citing safety 
reasons, and requires an 
advance reservation. 
Throngs of residents and 
tourists swarmed pedes- 
trian streets in Qianmen, 
enjoying snacks from bar- 
becue and New Year rice 
cake stands, and some 
children wore traditional 
Chinese rabbit hats. Others 
held blown sugar or marsh- 
mallows shaped like rab- 
bits. 


At Taoranting Park, there 
was no sign of the usual 
bustling new year food 
stalls despite its walkways 
being decorated with tra- 
ditional Chinese lanterns. 
A popular temple fair at 
Badachu Park that was sus- 
pended for three years will 
be back this week, but simi- 
lar events at Ditan Park and 
Longtan Lake Park have 
yet to return. 
The mass movement of 
people may cause the virus 
to spread in certain areas, 
said Wu Zunyou, the chief 
epidemiologist at China's 
Center for Disease Control. 
But a large-scale COVID-19 
surge will be unlikely in the 
next two or three months 
because about 80% of the 
country's 1.4 billion people 
have been infected during 
the recent wave, he wrote 
on the social media plat- 
form Weibo on Saturday. 
The center reported 12,660 
COVID-19-related 
deaths 
between Jan. 13 and 19, 
including 680 cases of re- 
spiratory 
failure 
caused 
by the virus and 11,980 fa- 
talities from other ailments 
combined with COVID-19. 
These are on top of 60,000 
fatalities reported last week 


since early December. The 
statement 
on 
Saturday 
said the deaths occurred 
in hospitals, which means 
anyone who died at home 
would not be included in 
the tally. 
China has counted only 
deaths from pneumonia or 
respiratory failure in its of- 
ficial COVID-19 death toll, 
a narrow definition that ex- 
cludes many deaths that 
would be attributed to 
COVID-19 in much of the 
world. 
In 
Hong 
Kong, 
revelers 
flocked to the city's larg- 
est Taoist temple, Wong Tai 
Sin, to burn the first incense 
sticks of the year. The pop- 
ular ritual was suspended 
the last two years due to 
the pandemic. 
Traditionally, big crowds 
gather before 11 p.m. on 
Lunar New Year's Eve, with 
everyone trying to be the 
first, or among the first, 
to put their incense sticks 
into the stands in front of 
the temple's main hall. 
Worshippers believe those 
who are among the first to 
place their incense sticks 
will stand the best chance 
of 
having 
their 
prayers 
answered.q 


A visitor wearing a face mask poses for a photo in front of a New Year-themed display at a public park in Beijing on the first day of 
the Lunar New Year holiday, Sunday, Jan. 22, 2023. 
Associated Press 
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By MEGAN JANETSKY 
Associated Press 
PORT-AU-PRINCE, Haiti (AP) 
— Every day when Marie 
Carmel Daniel’s husband 
put on his flak vest and 
walked out the door for an- 
other day of fighting Haiti’s 
gangs, she wondered if he 
would come home that 
night. 
Friday was the day her smil- 
ing spouse of 18 years, Rick- 
en Staniclasse, didn’t. 
One of the country’s near- 
ly 200 gangs ambushed 
his police unit that morn- 
ing, sending gunfire echo- 
ing through the streets in 
an unexpected area — a 
mansion-lined 
stretch 
of 
the country’s capital, Port- 
au-Prince. 
A gang led by Lionel Laz- 
arre battled the police 
patrol under the swelter- 
ing Caribbean heat as of- 
ficers desperately called 
for backup. But help never 
came, the country’s police 
union said. 
The fighting killed three of- 
ficers, hospitalized a fourth 
with bullet wounds and left 
the 44-year-old Staniclasse 
missing. 
Daniel, 
meanwhile, 
was 
terrified for herself and their 
three children. 
“My husband was fighting 
a lot with the gangs, and 
we don’t know what could 
happen to us,” Daniel, 43, 
said while curled up on her 
red couch surrounded by 
neighbors. “I can’t sleep 
at the house anymore be- 
cause I don’t know what 


could happen to us.” 
The firefight was just the lat- 
est example of how Haitian 
gangs have grown in pow- 
er and expanded in reach, 
leaving much of the popu- 
lation terrorized. 
While the United Nations 
estimates that 60% of Port- 
Au-Prince is controlled by 
the gangs, nowadays most 
Haitians on the street reck- 
on that number is closer to 
100%. 
Haiti has struggled with en- 
demic gang violence for 
years, but the country spi- 
raled into lawlessness after 
the 2021 killing of former 
President Jovenel Moïse. 
Powerful gangs have taken 
advantage of the political 
chaos and discontent with 
the 
current 
government 


led by Prime Minister Ariel 
Henry to further consoli- 
date their control. 
The government has failed 
to ease the violence, forc- 
ing many to flee their 
homes. News of rapes, kid- 
nappings and ambushes 
on police have become 
the new norm. 
Jolicoeur Allande Serge, 
director of the police unit 
that was attacked, said the 
Friday blitz in the Petion- 
Ville neighborhood was a 
sign of that. He noted that 
moving into upper class ar- 
eas “benefits (the gangs’) 
economic interests.” 
Kidnappings and ransoms 
as high as $1 million have 
been a key part of the fi- 
nancing for such armed 
groups. 


Meanwhile, 
police 
units 
struggle to keep up. 
While Canada and the 
United States have sent ar- 
mored vehicles and other 
supplies to Haiti, law en- 
forcement officials say it is 
just a fraction of what they 
really need. 
Tensions 
remained 
high 
Saturday, and in the after- 
noon Serge stood among 
a pack of armored trucks 
dented with bullet strikes. 
Officers holding automatic 
weapons, their faces cov- 
ered by black masks, bus- 
tled about. 
A group of 50 officers was 
returning to the area where 
they fought Friday night to 
try to break a gang block- 
ade and search for the 
missing officer, Staniclasse. 


“I lost three men ... We’re 
not scared. We’re frus- 
trated because we don’t 
have enough equipment 
to fight,” Serge said as he 
watched a convoy of po- 
lice trucks roll out from the 
station. “We need ammo, 
helmets, 
armored 
vehi- 
cles.” 
Analysts expect the blood- 
shed to get worse, espe- 
cially after Haiti’s final 10 
elected officers ended their 
Senate terms in early Janu- 
ary, leaving the parliament 
and presidency unfilled be- 
cause the government has 
failed to hold elections. 
Critics say that has turned 
Haiti into a “de-facto dic- 
tatorship.” 
Meanwhile, 
people 
like 
Marie Carmel Daniel feel 
hope drain for their country. 
Daniel said her husband al- 
ways hoped he could help 
clean up his city. Together, 
they built a home and a life 
together. Their 11-year-old 
son dreamed of following 
in his father’s footsteps. 
“He loved people, he loved 
to help people,” she said of 
her husband. 
But two years ago, violence 
began to get so bad in their 
neighborhood that they 
applied for a visa to mi- 
grate to the United States, 
hoping to join an exodus of 
people leaving Haiti. They 
never got a reply. 
“I don’t know if he’s alive or 
dead, but I’m worried,” she 
said. “If we were able to 
leave the country, my hus- 
band would be alive.”q 


PARIS (AP) — Doctors am- 
putated 
the 
testicle 
of 
a young man who got 
clubbed in the groin by 


a police officer during a 
huge Paris demonstration 
and who plans to file a law- 
suit, daily French newspa- 


per Liberation quoted him 
as saying in an article pub- 
lished Sunday. 
The incident occurred dur- 
ing a spurt of violence at 
a mostly peaceful march 
Thursday by tens of thou- 
sands of people opposed 
to 
a 
hotly 
contested 
government pension re- 
form plan. About 1 million 
people marched in cities 
around France that day. 
The 
26-year-old, 
identi- 
fied in the French press as 
an engineer, said he was 
knocked to the ground, al- 


legedly by an officer, while 
taking photos during a con- 
frontation between some 
demonstrators and police. 
Another officer charged at 
him and quickly planted his 
club in the man’s groin. 
Video of the incident circu- 
lated on social media and 
French television over the 
weekend. 
Paris Police Chief Laurent 
Nunez ordered an inquiry 
into 
the 
exact 
circum- 
stances of the incident as 
outrage grew over what 
appeared to be a new 


case of alleged gratuitous 
violence by French police, 
a longstanding complaint. 
Liberation identified the in- 
jured man as Ivan S. and 
said he told the newspaper 
he was suing “so that this 
stops, because I’m not the 
first person to be subjected 
to violence by police.” 
Lucie Simon, a lawyer rep- 
resenting him, said a lawsuit 
for “voluntary violence by 
a person in authority lead- 
ing to mutilation” already 
was in progress, French me- 
dia quoted her as saying.q 


As Haitian gangs expand control, cop’s family is left shaken 


National police control security on a street in Port-au-Prince, Haiti, Saturday, Jan. 21, 2023. 


Associated Press 


Report: Man loses testicle after clubbing 
by Paris police 


Riot police officers grab a protestor during a demonstration 
against pension changes, Thursday, Jan. 19, 2023 in Paris. 


Associated Press 
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Meetings on reopening of border with Venezuela continue 


ORANJESTAD – A while ago, 
a 
multidisciplinary 
team 
was installed and is pre- 
paring all preliminary work, 
like documents and strate- 
gic plans, for the moment 
in which negotiations will 
begin for the reopening of 
the border with Venezuela. 


Additionally, 
meetings 
were held also with the De- 
partment of Shipping and 
Department of Aviation, 
where the harbormaster 
gave a wide explanation 
on how the work needs to 
be prepared before the re- 
opening of the border. 


Minister of Justice and So- 
cial Affairs, Mr. Rocco Tjon 
indicated that during this 
meeting concrete agree- 
ments were made. He said 
this week two pieces of ad- 
vice will be received from 
the other two groups deal- 
ing with this subject. The 
first group will focus solely 
on the operational part. 
There are different models 
that they use that will need 


to be operational before 
the gradual reopening of 
the border can start. On 
the other hand, the other 
group will focus on the legal 
aspect, namely the man- 
agement of visum and how 
this entire aspect needs to 
be put together before the 
negotiations can begin. 


As was mentioned above, 
this week both pieces of 
advice will be received 
and 
presented 
to 
the 
Council of Ministers in order 
to make a decision for the 
negotiations to start. The 


decision has already been 
made that by the end of 
the month the group will 
begin with these meetings 
with their counterparts from 
Venezuela as well, thus ini- 
tiating the technical con- 
sultation in order to see a 
realistic timeline in which all 
points can be operational 
before 
the 
gradual 
re- 
opening of the border with 
Venezuela can begin. 


In 2018, Venezuelan presi- 
dent Mr. Nicolas Maduro 
closed the border between 
his country and Aruba and 


Curaçao, accusing Aruba 
of stealing copper from 
Venezuela. At that time, 
the border was closed for 
approximately five months, 
until the governments of 
Aruba and of Venezuela 
reached concrete agree- 
ments under which condi- 
tions the border could be 
reopened. “Aruba doesn’t 
steal copper from anyone, 
and we do not accept that 
Aruba will get a bad repu- 
tation because of this”, 
Prime Minister of Aruba, Ev- 
elyn Wever-Croes said at 
the time. 


Between May and June of 
that year, the border was 
reopened in good agree- 
ment between Aruba and 
Venezuela, but then, in 
January 2019 once again 
president Maduro closed 
the border with the ABC 
islands – Aruba, Curaçao 
and Bonaire – because Cu- 
raçao was acting as a hu- 
manitarian hub for help for 
Venezuela, and he consid- 
ered this a reason to close 
the border with the Dutch 
islands. 


In May 2019 the decision 
was made to reopen the 
border with Aruba, not with 
Curaçao or Bonaire as the 
prime minister pointed out, 
but Aruba was not ready to 
accept this as there were 
no agreements nor condi- 
tions under which to agree 
to open the border. 


Foreign Relations for Aruba 
are a matter of the King- 
dom of the Netherlands 
handled from The Hague.q 
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Aqua Grill restaurant: 
The taste of New England with Caribbean flair 


ORANJESTAD — One thing is for certain: Chef 
Scott Scheuerman and his team are famous 
for getting people hooked, just like the fish 
on your plate. You will get the taste of home 
fused with Caribbean while dining in ele- 
gance. Scheuerman will tell how Aqua Grill 
established its name since opening in 2002, 
and why it reaped accolades from such 
prestigious travel publications as Fodor’s, 
who says, “This hip restaurant is heaven on 
earth for seafood lovers, who will find fresh 
fish galore…” Now is your chance to taste 
Aqua Grill’s NEW seasonal menu and create 
a lifetime culinary memory. 


`A Scheuer thing’ 
Secretly, we all know that the success of a 
restaurant begins in the kitchen. That is where 
the chef creates his magic and for Aqua Grill 
the culinary team has won an assortment of 
awards for their continuous delivery of `haute- 
cuisine del mar.’ Classic seafood is mingled 
with contemporary ideas resulting in surpris- 
ing dishes that soon made the restaurant a 
must-dine, confirmed by established travel 
media specialists like Fodor’s and Frommer’s. 
American-born Scheuerman, executive chef 
of Aqua Grill, is thrilled about ‘his restaurant’. 
“We started out as a New England style sea- 
food restaurant, patterned after Boston style. 
But we quickly blended into some Carib- 
bean, local flair… if you will. We do still offer 
the traditional New England dishes like whole 


Maine lobster, northern seafood plates like 
the salmon, tuna and swordfish. We buy also 
from the local fisherman to offer Caribbean 
dishes like snapper and grouper which are 
number one sellers in our restaurant being 
the most prevalent local fishes. Catches like 
wahoo, mahi mahi and brasil are welcome 
too, anything that comes out of the water we 
embrace.” 


Fresh import from Boston 
Aqua Grill flies in their own shipments on a 
weekly basis mostly from Boston because 
the price quality balance is the best, says the 
chef. “We are unique in this. Number one pri- 
ority is buying fresh, we mean not frozen. Our 
original concept is New England seafood 
and we stick to that concept. They have a 
wonderful assortment of oysters and lobsters 
as well.” Aqua Grill also offers international fu- 
sion type of menu items; actually all you wish 
for is there. A very balanced menu awaits 
you. “And we have options for meat lovers 
and vegetarians/vegans too. We, however, 
do not mix it up too much because we be- 
lieve we do not want to lose our identity as a 
seafood restaurant,” Scheuerman adds. 


Sublime menu 
Now is the time to indulge in Aqua Grill’s din- 
ner experience. The established restaurant 
offers a sensational menu. We present to you 
a Raw Bar with among others fresh Oysters on 


the half Shell, Littleneck Clams, Peruvian Cev- 
iche and Lobster Salad. Steamed Dumplings 
and Prawns or Steamed Mussels seduce you 
from the open view kitchen. 
After that continue your gastronomic trip to 
heaven with the house specialties like Main 
Lobster, steamed or broiled or maybe you 
crave for the best Alaska King Crab Legs you 
have ever tasted? 
You haven’t reached your destination yet 
because there are more main course options 
to blow you away: Seared Chilean Sea Bass, 
Cioppino or Blackened Tuba are just some to 
mention. 
Take a pick out of Aqua Grill’s delicious des- 
serts to finally conclude yes, this beats it all. 
We will be back for more.q 


Aqua Grill 
J.E. IrausquinBlvd. 374 
Phone: +297-586-5900 
Fax: +297-586-5901 
Facebook – Instagram – website 
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Aruba Tourism Authority honored loyal visitors at Caribbean Palm Village Resort 


The Aruba Tourism Authority re- 
cently had the great pleasure to 
recognize Distinguished Visitors & 
Goodwill Ambassadors of Aruba 
with honor certificates. The honor 
certification is presented on behalf 
of the Minister of Tourism as a token 
of appreciation and to say “Masha 
Danki” to guests whom have vis- 
ited Aruba for over 10 years and 20 
years consecutively. 


Honorees was: 
Distinguished Visitor (10> years 
consecutively visiting Aruba) 
Vern & Charlene Seabrook from 
Saskatoon, Canada. 


Distinguished Visitor (10> years 
consecutively visiting Aruba) 
Kostaq& Aleksandra Malita from 
Massachusetts, United States. 


Goodwill Ambassador (20> years 
consecutively visiting Aruba) 
Grace L. Devitt from Massachu- 
setts, United States. 


Ms. Kimberley Richardson repre- 
senting the Aruba Tourism Authori- 
ty, and members of the Caribbean 
Palm Village Resort bestowed the 
honor certifications to the honor- 
ees, presented them with gifts, and 
also thanked them for choosing 
Aruba as their favorite vacation 
destination and their home-away- 
from-home. 


Top reason for returning to Aruba, 
provided by the honorees were: 


The Seabrook’s 
•	 
White	 
sandy	 
beaches&	 


crystal-clear blue waters 
•	 
Year-round	sunny	weather 
•	 
Friendliest	people 
•	 
Picturesque	sunsets 
•	 
Locals	 whom	 have	 be- 
come like family 


TheMalita’s 
•	 
Year-round	sunny	weather 
•	 
Friendliest	people 
•	 
Fun 


•	 
Safety 
•	 
Cleanliness 


Mrs. Devitt 
•	 
“EVERYTHING	ARUBA” 


•	 
Friendliest	people 
•	 
Variety	of	foods 
•	 
Year-round	sunny	weather 
•	 
Safety 


Aruba Tourism Authority honored loyal visitors at La Cabana Beach Resort Aruba 


The Aruba Tourism Authority recently had the great pleasure 
to recognize a Goodwill Ambassador of Aruba with an honor 
certificate. The Ambassador certification is presented on 
behalf of the Minister of Tourism as a token of appreciation 
and to say “Masha Danki” to guests whom have visited 
Aruba for over 20 years consecutively. 


Honorees was: 
Goodwill Ambassador (20> years consecutively visiting 
Aruba) 
Janet	 M.	 McCarthy	 resident	 from	 New	 Hampshire,	 United	 
States. 


Ms. Kimberley Richardson representing the Aruba Tourism 
Authority,	 and	 members	 of	 the	 La	 Cabana	 Beach	 Resort	 
Aruba bestowed the Ambassador certification to the 
honoree, presented her with gifts, and also thanked her 
for choosing Aruba as her favorite vacation destination and 
her home-away-from-home. 


Top reason for returning to Aruba, provided by the honorees 
were: 


Mrs. McCarthy 


•	 
White	sandy	beaches 
•	 
Year-round	sunny	weather 
•	 
Safety 
•	 
Friendliest	people 
•	 
“Aruba	is	my	happy	place” 
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Aruba’s underwater wonderland 


ORANJESTAD - Exploring 
the underwater wonders is 
something you should defi- 
nitely do during your stay 
in Aruba. The underwater 
world has everything to of- 
fer that makes a snorkel trip 
so exceptional; an impres- 
sive, colorful sea life with 
exotic fishes, turtles and 
beautiful coral reef. The his- 
toric shipwrecks, located 
on the Aruban seabed are 
also worth a visit. Aruba is 
known for its white beach- 
es and blue oceans, which 
means there are many fas- 
cinating under water spots, 
where you can take your 
snorkeling gear and we se- 
lected the top spots for you. 


Tres Trapi 
Tres Trapi means tree steps 
in Papiamento, Papiamen- 
to is together with Dutch 
the official language spo- 
ken on Aruba. The beach 
is called Tres Trapi because 
it is accessible by the tree 
steps carved into the rocks. 
Tres Trapi is a small rocky 
beach, located on the 
north-western side of the 
island, approximately 5 to 
10 minute drive from Palm 
Beach. From the unique 
steps you can easily walk 
over the beach into the 
clear and turquoise blue 
ocean. 
While 
snorkeling 
you will encounter all kind 


of tropical fishes and sea 
stars. The kind of starfish 
you will find in the Aruban 
waters is the red cushion 
sea star. This is a starfish that 
is commonly found in the 
shallow waters of the Ca- 
ribbean sea and if you are 
lucky during your snorkeling 
visit to Tres Trapi, you may 
come across one of the 
green sea turtles. Respect 
the animal, keep your dis- 
tance and enjoy the view. 
Also remember; it is a once 
in a life time experience. 


Antilla shipwreck 
Antilla is a 400-foot-long 
long ship, built in 1939 in 
Hamburg, Germany. Antilla 
came to Aruba, because it 
had to find a neutral port. 
When Germany invaded 
the Netherlands on May 
10, 1940, the crew decided 
to let their own ship sink, to 
prevent it from falling into 
the hands of the Dutch 
Navy. Antilla lies on its port- 
side in Malmok bay, and 
the sunken word war two 
ship is now one of Aruba’s 
most 
popular 
snorkeling 
and dive spots. However, 
the ship wreck can only be 
reached by boat. The ship 
is visible from the surface 
and during your snorkeling 
trip you be surrounded by 
hundreds of tropical fishes, 
but the ship wreck alone is 
already impressive enough. 


Baby Beach 
Baby 
beach; 
a 
white 
beach, with a crystal blue 
ocean. The beach is lo- 
cated on the southern part 
of the island. On the way 
to the famous beach, you 
will drive through the old 
capital of Aruba, San Nico- 
las. The old Aruban culture 
can be still felt and expe- 
rienced here, so do not 


hesitate to get out of your 
car and walk around for 
a while. Baby beach is a 
child friendly beach, since 
it is shallow and the water 
has a pleasant tempera- 
ture. The name therefore 
fits well with the beach. 
Baby beach is an excellent 
beach for snorkeling, espe- 
cially if you want to go with 
small children, because the 
water remains shallow and 
there are still many under- 
water wonders to see. In 
the ocean there is an area 
marked until where it is rec- 
ommended to snorkel and 
on the beach you will find 
different facilities. It is a per- 
fect beach to spend your 
day snorkeling and relax- 
ing. 


Mangel Halto 
Mangel Halto beach is lo- 


cated in Savaneta, on the 
southern-west part of the 
island. The beach is differ- 
ent from the other beaches 
in Aruba; it is beach full of 
mangroves. You reach the 
beach by a bridge through 
the mangroves and then 
you will have several en- 
trances to the sea. There 
are diverse spots where 
you can enjoy a perfect 
beach day, wooden stairs 
made to enter the water 
and a dock to sit on and 
enjoy the view. Mangel 
Halto is also worth a visit for 
the snorkeling experience. 
Inside the bay, the water 
is clear and you find many 
colorful fish. Outside the 
bay is a bit more challeng- 
ing for beginners because 
of the wind and the waves, 
but the coral is alive and it 
is just like snorkel heaven.q 
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Aymar Torres, a happy musician “because I do what I love” 


ORANJESTAD – He is an 
Aruban musician living in 
the Netherlands, and when 
he gets on stage, he shows 
the Latin blood inside him, 
delighting the audience 
with catchy songs from dif- 
ferent countries like Brazil, 
Colombia, Venezuela and 
the Caribbean. 


In an interview with our re- 
porter, Aymar says that he 
chose Latin rhythms be- 
cause in the Netherlands 
there are not many artists 
performing the music from 
the old days, like Bolero or 
Trio Los Panchos. For this 
reason he decided to do 
this, since he sings in differ- 
ent languages like Spanish, 
Portuguese, 
French 
and 
Italian. “This way people 
get more of the feeling that 
they are in the past and in 
their country as well,” he 
says. 


In one word, he describes 
himself as “happy, be- 
cause I do what I love. I let 
people live their lives and I 
don’t live with envy.” 


He has been living in the 
Netherlands for 16 years 
already, and he dedicates 
his time to his six-month old 
baby, his partner who will 
soon become his wife, his 
music lessons three times a 
week, and his shows. 
Manuel is their first child. He 
says that together with his 
partner they are learning a 
lot from him. Torres himself is 
“attending father school”, 
and every day he makes 
sure to dedicate a lot of 
time to his child and play- 
ing music for him, since the 
first years are very impor- 
tant for a child’s develop- 
ment. 


Torres mentions that since 
he was very young he de- 
cided to sing. He was a fan 
of Shakira and liked watch- 
ing television, there was a 
show on a Venezuelan TV 
channel called “Club de 
los Tigritos”, which was very 
famous 
among 
children 
and teenagers in the 90s for 
the series of Salserin. “I grew 
up with all those artists and I 
wanted to become a sing- 
er like them. Then I learned 
singing when I was 16, and 
took it more seriously and 


continued improving my- 
self.” 


Regarding the difference 
between performing in the 
Netherlands or Aruba, Tor- 
res explains that there is 
no differnce, since “I am 
always myself as an art- 
ist. It doesn’t matter what 
country you go, you stay 
yourself and with the show 
you created, if you change 
something it’s going to feel 
weird. What I do change 
is my repertoire [when I’m 
in Aruba], because I know 
that many in Aruba do 
know the songs. Like when 
I play Juan Luis Guerra, 
there are other artists who 
also play Juan Luis Guerra, 
so I try playing a different 
song than what you al- 
ready hear in Aruba.” 


But the audience in Aruba 


is different, more difficult 
compared to the Dutch, 
because they know the 


music already. “If I play 
songs 
other 
than 
what 
they are used to, they en- 


joy, but in the Netherlands I 
can play more music that is 
played here,” he says. 


Aruba has a lot of talent 
in the cultural, creative 
and artistic industry, but 
sometimes do not receive 
enough support from our 
own 
community. 
Aymar 
commented: 
“People 
need to take musicians 
and artists in general seri- 
ously. Some of them are 
not doing this job as a hob- 
by but they live from it. Also 
the government can help 
see the musicians and art- 
ists more like a real worker, 
a public servant, because 
they are also important 
for our tourism. It would 
be good if we mix the art- 
ists with tourism so that the 
tourists have more to en- 
joy.” 


Aymar also points out that 
some people question the 
work of a musician. “There 
are still people with the be- 
lief that music is a hobby, 
but if you give people a 
chance to see it more like a 
job, more people in Aruba 
will improve in music, there 
will be better musicians 
that can perform abroad 
and living in Aruba. This is 
true for all artists, like paint- 
ers, artisans, fashion design- 
ers, among others.” 


Aymar also says that he 
is a fan of many artists, lo- 
cal and international, and 
here he announced that 
he wants to collaborate 
with beloved Aruban sing- 
er, Edjean Semeleer. He is 
planning and is busy with 
something to sing with him. 
“But since I had my son, I 
took a pause from writing 
and composing songs. This 
year I will start again with 
my own songs.” 


Finalizing, he leaves as a 
message for people to sup- 
port the youth in music and 
art of any category. “Push 
those who do want to go 
into music, help them and 
stop seeing music as just a 
hobby,” he says. 
For more information, you 
can find Aymar on social 
media as “Aymar Music.” 
Images are courtesy of Ay- 
mar himself.q 
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By MATTHEW BARAKAT 
AP Business Writer 
ALEXANDRIA, Va. (AP) — 
Amazon 
Web 
Services 
plans to invest $35 billion 
in new data centers in Vir- 
ginia under a deal with the 
state, Gov. Glenn Youngkin 
announced Friday. 
Millions of dollars in incen- 
tives to close the deal still 
require legislative approv- 
al, but General Assembly 
leaders in both parties ex- 
pressed support in a news 
release issued by Young- 
kin’s office. 
Still, data centers have be- 
come a politically volatile 
topic, particularly in north- 
ern Virginia, where the 
structures are increasingly 
common and where neigh- 
bors are voicing noise and 
environmental concerns. 
Data centers house the 
computer 
servers 
and 
hardware required to sup- 
port modern internet use, 
and 
demand 
continues 
to increase. But the data 
centers require high-pow- 
ered fans and extensive 
cooling capacity that can 
generate noise. They also 


consume huge amounts of 
electricity that can require 
construction of high-volt- 
age transmission lines to 
support them. 
Bills proposed in the leg- 
islature this year would 
increase regulate where 
centers could be located. 
The governor’s office said 
the locations of the data 
centers, to be built by 2040, 
will be determined at a lat- 
er date. 
But tech companies prefer 
northern Virginia because 
it is close to the historical 
backbone of the internet, 
and proximity to those con- 
nection 
points 
provides 
nanoseconds of advan- 
tage that are of impor- 
tance to tech companies 
that rely on the servers to 
support financial transac- 
tions, gaming technology 
and 
other 
time-sensitive 
applications. 
Bill Wright, a Prince Wil- 
liam County resident who 
opposed a massive data 
center expansion recently 
approved by the county’s 
Board of Supervisors over 
considerable 
community 


Virginia, Amazon announce $35 billion 
data center plan 


opposition, said Friday’s 
announcement shows that 
“the influence of big tech 
money has become intoxi- 
cating to our politicians.” 
He said that he does not 
object to data centers in 
and of themselves and 
hopes that the state will 
place them in areas that 
don’t harm the environ- 
ment, and in rural areas 
where jobs are needed. 
But he expressed skepti- 
cism that the state is willing 
to stand up to tech com- 
panies that want the cen- 
ters in northern Virginia. 
“Northern Virginia is be- 
ing overwhelmed by these 
things,” Wright said. “We 
may as well start calling 
ourselves the Common- 
wealth of Amazon.” 
Suzanne Clark, a spokes- 
woman the the Virginia 
Economic 
Development 
Partnership, said Amazon 
Web Services is explor- 
ing several site locations 
“in collaboration with the 
Commonwealth” but did 
not specify any sites. 
Northern Virginia has been 
a tech hub since the for- 
mation of the internet, and 
now hosts more data cen- 
ters than the next five larg- 
est U.S. markets combined, 
according to the North- 
ern 
Virginia 
Technology 
Council. They have also 
proven to be a cash cow 
for local governments that 
embrace them — data 
centers now provide for 
more than 30 percent of 
the general fund budget 
of Loudoun County, a sub- 
urb of the nation’s capital 
with more than 400,000 
residents. 
Another data center op- 
ponent, Elena Schlossberg 
with the Coalition to Pro- 
tect Prince William Coun- 
ty, expressed dismay that 
Youngkin felt emboldened 
to announce a data cen- 
ter deal in a year when 
state and local officials are 
all on the election ballot 
in Virginia — and as com- 
munity concern over data 
centers is growing. 
“That is just mind-boggling 
that he does not see that 
communities are uniting” in 
opposition to data centers, 
she said.q 


Spencer Snakard, president of Protect Fauquier, speaks Aug. 29, 
2022, at a rally near Manassas, Va., protesting a newly built data 
center for Amazon Web Services. 
Associated Press 
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San Nicolas 


Police 
100 
Oranjestad 
527 3140 
Noord 
527 3200 
Sta. Cruz 
527 2900 
San Nicolas 
584 5000 
Police Tipline 
11141 
Ambulancia 
911 
Fire Dept. 
115 
Red Cross 
582 2219 


Women in Difficulties 
PHARMACY ON DUTY 


TAXI SERVICES 
Taxi Tas 
587 5900 
Prof. Taxi 
588 0035 
Taxi D.T.S. 
587 2300 
Taxi Serv. Aruba 583 3232 
A1 Taxi Serv. 
280 2828 


Aruba Airport 
524 2424 
American Airlines 582 2700 
Avianca 
588 0059 
Jet Blue 
588 2244 
Surinam 
582 7896 


FAVI- Visually Impaired 
Tel. 582 5051 


Alcoholics Anonymous 
Tel. 736 2952 


Quota Club Tel. 525 2672 


Centre for Diabetes 
Tel. 524 8888 


Narcotics Anonymous 
Tel. 583 8989 


Fundacion Contra Violencia 
Relacional Tel. 583 5400 


DOCTOR ON DUTY 


Oranjestad 


Women in Difficulties 
OTHER 
Dental Clinic 587 9850 
Blood Bank Aruba 587 0002 
Urgent Care 586 0448 
Walk-In Doctor’s Clinic 
+297 588 0539 
Women in Difficulties 
EMERGENCY 


Women in Difficulties 
TRAVEL INFO 


Women in Difficulties 
AID FOUNDATIONS 


Child Abuse Prevention 
Tel. 582 4433 


Women in Difficulties 
General Info 


Phone Directory Tel. 118 


Oranjestad: 
Sta. Anna Tel. 586 8181 
San Nicolas: 
aloe Tel. 584 4606 


Hospital 7:00 pm / 10:00pm 
Tel. 527 4000 


Imsan 24 hours 
Tel.524 8833 


facebook.com/arubatoday/ 


HEALTH 
Study: Big gap in carbon removal effort key to climate goals 


By FRANK JORDANS 
Associated Press 
BERLIN (AP) — Research- 
ers say efforts to remove 
carbon dioxide from the 
atmosphere aren't being 
scaled up fast enough and 
can't be relied on to meet 
crucial climate goals. 
A report published Thurs- 
day by scientists in Europe 
and 
the 
United 
States 
found that new methods of 
CO2 removal currently ac- 
count for only 0.1% of the 2 
billion metric tons sucked 
from the atmosphere each 
year. That compares with 
roughly 37 billion tons of 
annual CO2 emissions. 
Most current greenhouse 
gas removal is achieved 
by planting trees and man- 
aging forests and other 
natural carbon sinks, which 
themselves are under con- 
siderable threat. 
New carbon removal tech- 
nologies include so-called 
direct air capture, where 
CO2 is sucked from the 
atmosphere 
and 
stored 
underground. 
Another 
method known as biochar 
involves burning plant mat- 
ter and then burying the 
carbon-heavy waste. 
Both have been heavily 
criticized by environmen- 
talists even as they attract 
considerable funding from 
governments 
and 
com- 
panies seeking solutions to 
the climate crisis. Develop- 
ing countries argue that 
their contribution to global 
carbon removal — mostly 
in the form of forests and 


land management — are 
equally important and de- 
serve greater recognition. 
The study concludes that 
novel 
carbon 
removal 
needs to increase 30-fold 
by 2030 to achieve the 
emissions 
reductions 
re- 
quired 
to 
keep 
global 
temperature rise below 2 
degrees Celsius (3.6 Fahr- 
enheit) 
and 
ideally 
no 
more than 1.5 C (2.7 F) by 
the end of the century. 
Achieving 'net zero' emis- 
sions by mid-century — a 
goal many countries are 
aiming for and experts say 
is necessary to meet the 
targets agreed in the 2015 
Paris climate accord — 
would require an increase 
in carbon dioxide removal 
by a factor of 1,300 and 
few countries have realis- 
tic plans for doing so, the 
authors said. "We are really 
lagging behind significant- 
ly when it comes to car- 
bon removal," said study 
co-author Jan Minx of the 


Berlin-based Mercator Re- 
search Institute on Global 
Commons 
and 
Climate 
Change. "If we want a ro- 
bust strategy to achieve 
the Paris climate goals 
then we need to restrict 
dependence on carbon 
removal ... through rapid 
and far-reaching emissions 
reductions," he said. "But at 
the same time the expan- 
sion and development of 
carbon removal methods 
needs to be boosted." 
Oliver Geden of the Ger- 


man Institute for Interna- 
tional and Security Affairs, 
who also contributed to 
the report, said natural 
means of carbon removal, 
such as reforestation, are 
currently more cost-effec- 
tive than artificial meth- 
ods. But there are limits to 
how much land can be 
devoted to forests and ris- 
ing global temperatures 
increase the risk that car- 
bon stored that way could 
be released again, such as 
through wildfires.q 


Steam rises from the coal-fired power plant Niederaussem, Ger- 
many, on Nov. 2, 2022. 
Associated Press 
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By HOWARD FENDRICH 
AP Tennis Writer 
MELBOURNE, Australia (AP) 
— It all came so seeming- 
ly easy for Iga Swiatek last 
season — two Grand Slam 
trophies, eight titles overall, 
a 37-match winning streak, 
a lengthy stay at No. 1 in the 
rankings.Those accomplish- 
ments made everyone else 
expect constant greatness 
from Swiatek, which she 
can’t do anything about. 
They also changed the way 
she approached big mo- 
ments, and a 6-4, 6-4 loss 
to Wimbledon champion 
Elena Rybakina in the Aus- 
tralian Open’s fourth round 
Sunday 
made 
Swiatek 
wonder whether she needs 
to reassess her outlook. 
“I felt like I took a step back 
in terms of how I approach 
these tournaments, and I 
maybe wanted it a little bit 
too hard. So I’m going to try 
to chill out a little bit more,” 
Swiatek said. “I felt the pres- 
sure, and I felt that ‘I don’t 
want to lose’ instead of ‘I 
want to win.’” 
So there will not be a show- 
down 
between 
Swiatek 
and No. 7 seed Coco Gauff 
in the quarterfinals at Mel- 
bourne Park. Instead, it will 
be Rybakina taking on 2017 


French Open champion 
Jelena Ostapenko, a 7-5, 
6-3 winner against Gauff, 
with a semifinal berth at 
stake. 
“I kept her under so much 
pressure,” Ostapenko said. 
Add Swiatek’s loss to Week 
1 exits by Ons Jabeur, Ra- 
fael Nadal and Casper 
Ruud, and this Australian 
Open marks the first Grand 
Slam tournament in the 
Open era — which began 
in 1968 — with the top two 
women’s seeds and top 
two men’s seeds all gone 
before the quarterfinals. 
In other women’s action 
Sunday, No. 3 Jessica Pe- 
gula got to the quarterfi- 
nals in Australia for the third 
year in a row by defeating 
2021 French Open champi- 
on Barbora Krejcikova 7-5, 
6-2. Pegula now plays 2012- 
13 Australian Open cham- 
pion 
Victoria 
Azarenka, 
who returned to the final 
eight at Melbourne Park 
for the first time since 2016 
by grabbing the last three 
games of a 4-6, 6-1, 6-4 vic- 
tory over 87th-ranked Zhu 
Lin that ended at nearly 
2:20 a.m. on Monday. 
Both the 22nd-seeded Ry- 
bakina, a 23-year-old who 
represents Kazakhstan, and 


the 17th-seeded Ostapen- 
ko, a 25-year-old from Lat- 
via, made it this far in Mel- 
bourne for the first time. 
“There was moments in the 
match where I was getting 
frustrated, because I nor- 
mally can problem-solve, 
but today I feel like I didn’t 
have much answers to 
what she was doing,” said 
Gauff, an 18-year-old from 
Florida who was the runner- 
up to Swiatek at the French 
Open last June. 
“There was balls I was hitting 
deep, and she was hitting 
them on the line and hitting 
them back deep, over and 
over again,” said Gauff, 
who wiped away tears dur- 
ing her news conference. 
“It’s just one of those days 
that just didn’t go my way 
and went her way.” 
Rybakina, meanwhile, used 
her big serve to produce a 
half-dozen aces, part of an 
overall 24-15 edge in total 
winners against Swiatek. 
In men’s results, 22-year-old 
American Sebastian Korda 
— whose father, Petr, won 
the 1998 Australian Open 
— reached his first Grand 
Slam quarterfinal by edging 
No. 10 Hubert Hurkacz 3-6, 
6-3, 6-2, 1-6, 7-6 (10-7), un- 
seeded Jiri Lehecka upset 


No. 6 Felix Auger-Aliassime 
4-6, 6-3, 7-6 (2), 7-6 (3), and 
No. 18 Karen Khachanov 
eased past No. 31 Yoshihito 
Nishioka 6-0, 6-0, 7-6 (4). 
Korda will meet Khacha- 
nov now, while Lehecka 
takes on No. 3 Stefanos Tsit- 
sipas, who outlasted No. 15 
Jannik Sinner 6-4, 6-4, 3-6, 
4-6, 6-3 on Sunday night. 
Lehecka was 0-4 in Grand 
Slam matches until this 
tournament, while Tsitsipas 
was the runner-up at the 
2021 French Open and is 
a three-time semifinalist at 
Melbourne Park. 
Until Sunday, both Swiatek 
and Gauff looked fairly 
dominant for a week, win- 
ning every set they con- 
tested. Swiatek dropped 
a total of just 15 games, 
Gauff just 19, through three 
matches. 
“For sure, when you play 
against No. 1, I think you 
have really nothing to lose. 
I knew that I had to be ag- 
gressive from the first ball 
because she’s a great 
mover, and she defends 
really well,” Rybakina said. 
“So I was trying to just at- 
tack her from the first ball, 
and it really worked well.” 
Her ranking of No. 25 does 
not properly reflect her 


ability or results because 
her championship at the 
All England Club in July did 
not come with any ranking 
points. The WTA and ATP 
tours withheld all points at 
Wimbledon in 2022 after 
the All England Club barred 
players from Russia and 
Belarus from participating 
because of the invasion of 
Ukraine. 
Rybakina — who was born 
in Moscow but has played 
for Kazakhstan since 2018, 
when that country offered 
her funding to support her 
tennis career — said her 
current standing “doesn’t 
bother me, because it’s 
been already six months,” 
yet also acknowledged it 
does provide some motiva- 
tion. 
Despite her status as a ma- 
jor 
champion, 
Rybakina 
has been out of the spot- 
light: Her first-round match 
at Melbourne Park was 
placed on tiny Court 13 
last Monday; her match 
against 
two-time 
Slam 
champ Garbiñe Muguruza 
at least year’s U.S. Open 
was on Court 4. 
But her game is worthy of 
much more attention, as 
she displayed in knocking 
out Swiatek, one match af- 
ter defeating 2022 Austra- 
lian Open runner-up Dani- 
elle Collins. 
Swiatek was not at her 
best, and Rybakina had a 
lot to do with that. In the 
opening game, Swiatek led 
40-love but got broken. In 
the next, Swiatek held two 
break points at 15-40 but 
failed to convert either. So 
early on, while it ended up 
being 2-2, it very well could 
have been 4-0 in Swiatek’s 
favor, and she termed that 
sequence “a little bit dis- 
turbing.” 
Rybakina wound up serving 
out that set at love, cap- 
ping it with a 113 mph (183 
kph) ace, and her danger- 
ous backhand was quite 
a help, too: She produced 
six winners off that wing in 
the first set, compared with 
zero for Swiatek. 
In the second set, Swiatek 
appeared to have gotten 
herself back on track, going 
up 3-0. But that surge didn’t 
last long, and Rybakina 
took six of the match’s last 
seven games.q 


Swiatek, Gauff lose at Australian Open; Korda in 1st Slam QF 


Iga Swiatek of Poland reacts as she plays against Elena Rybakina of Kazakhstan during their fourth round match at the Australian 
Open tennis championship in Melbourne, Australia, Sunday, Jan. 22, 2023. 
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Bengals return to AFC championship after 27-10 rout of Bills 


By JOHN WAWROW 
AP Sports Writer 
ORCHARD 
PARK, 
N.Y. 
(AP) — Joe Burrow threw 
two 
touchdown 
pass- 
es, 
Cincinnati's 
defense 
swarmed Josh Allen on 
a snow-slicked field and 
the Bengals advanced to 
their second straight AFC 
championship game with 
a 27-10 win over the Buf- 
falo Bills on Sunday. 
Damar 
Hamlin's 
inspira- 
tional 
presence 
while 
watching the game from 
an end-zone suite was not 
enough to spark the Bills 
in a rematch of a regular- 
season game that was 
canceled on Jan. 2 when 
the Bills safety went into 
cardiac arrest and had to 
be resuscitated on the field 
in Cincinnati. 
Instead, it was "Joe Cool" 
showing poise while play- 
ing in a persistent snowfall. 
Burrow completed his first 
nine passes for 105 yards 
in leading Cincinnati to a 
14-0 lead after its first two 
possessions. Ja'Marr Chase 
opened the scoring with a 
28-yard TD catch 3:20 into 
the game, followed by Bur- 
row's 15-yard TD throw to 
Hayden Hurst eight minutes 
later. Joe Mixon scored on 
a 1-yard run, and Evan 
McPherson 
made 
field 
goals from 20 and 28 yards 
in a game the Bengals 
never trailed. 
Cincinnati advanced to 
consecutive AFC champi- 
onship games for the first 
time in franchise history, 
and will again travel to 
play Patrick Mahomes and 
the Kansas City Chiefs. The 
Bengals beat the Chiefs 27- 
24 to advance to last year's 
Super Bowl, which they lost 
to the Los Angeles Rams. 
"It's going to be a fun one," 
said Burrow, who went 23 
of 36 for 242 yards. "Two of 
the top guys in the league, 
two of the top teams in the 
league, great defenses, 
great overall teams, great 
coaches." 
Cincinnati has won the past 
three 
meetings 
against 
Kansas City, including a 27- 
24 victory last month. The 
Chiefs are making their fifth 
straight appearance in the 
AFC championship game 
following a 27-20 win over 
Jacksonville on Saturday. 


The Bills' playoff run ended 
in the divisional round for 
a second straight season, 
including a 42-36 overtime 
loss to Kansas City last year. 
Had Buffalo defeated Cin- 
cinnati, the AFC champi- 
onship would have been 
held at Atlanta next week- 
end because the Bills (13-3) 
finished the season a half- 
game behind the Chiefs 
(14-3) after their game 
against 
Cincinnati 
was 
canceled. 
"Better send those refunds," 
Burrow said, referring to Bills 
and Chiefs fans. 
The Bengals mixed in their 
running attack to keep the 
Bills off balance in a first half 
in which Cincinnati out- 
gained Buffalo in total yards 
by a margin of 274-135, and 
412-325 overall. Mixon's 105 
yards rushing alone were 1 


short of how many the Ben- 
gals combined in their past 
two games, both against 
Baltimore. 
"Domination 
from 
start 
to finish," Burrow added. 
"That's what we expected. 
Job's not finished." 
The Bengals held one of 
the NFL's top offenses to 
season-low 10 points. And 
the unit got a chance to 
celebrate by making snow 
angels in the end zone af- 
ter Cam Taylor-Britt inter- 
cepted Allen's attempt at 
the goal line to essentially 
end the game with 62 sec- 
onds remaining. 
Allen finished 25 of 42 for 
265 yards. 
"They 
came 
out, 
they 
played hard," Allen said. 
"We just didn't have it to- 
day." 
It was a dud of an outing 


for a Bills team that opened 
the season with Super Bowl 
aspirations, and eventu- 
ally ran out of emotional 
and physical gas. Aside 


from the stunning sight of 
Hamlin's collapse, the Bills 
had their schedule twice 
disrupted by severe winter 
storms.q 


Cincinnati Bengals quarterback Joe Burrow (9) passes against 
the Buffalo Bills during the second quarter of an NFL division 
round football game, Sunday, Jan. 22, 2023, in Orchard Park, 
N.Y. 
Associated Press 
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Eagle Beach – When you think 
of a restaurant that pleases the 
needs of a whole family or a 
large group of people with all 
different tastes? Think Water’s 
Edge Restaurant. Located at 
the shore of Aruba’s most won- 
derful beach, The Eagle Beach 
Aruba. Water’s Edge Restau- 
rant is guaranteed to serve you 
a fantastic magical night to re- 
member. Whether you prefer to 
enjoy the view from indoors air 
conditioned comfort, outdoors in 
the soft tropical breeze or under 
a palapa with your toes in the 
sand. This spectacular restaurant 
offers the best ocean view sun- 
set or sky full of stars dinner while 
the crispy Caribbean night wind 
caresses your face and plays 
with your hair. 


From the minute you arrive there 
will be a great staff welcoming 
you with the most contagious 
smiles and warmth. The intense 
menu with a great variety of ap- 
petizers, main courses and deli- 
cious desserts will not disappoint. 
Seafood, Steaks and interna- 
tional favorites. All on one menu 
specially made just for you. 


Culinary Voyage 
Start your gastronomic jour- 
ney with a scrumptious ap- 
petizer such as the Maryland 
Crab Cakes, maybe the Crispy 
Calamari or the mouthwatering 
creamy Garlic Tarragon Shrimp. 


You can also opt for a classic 
French Onion Soup, a Lobster 
Bisque or the famously Water’s 
Edge House Wedge, a crisp 
wedge of fresh romaine lettuce 
topped with homemade blue 
cheese dressing, diced toma- 
toes, chopped bacon, caramel- 
ized pecans and blue cheese 
crumbles, drizzled with balsamic 
reduction. This followed by the 
Chef’s special of seafood such 
as Fresh salmon filet seasoned 
and grilled, topped with lemon 
cilantro butter and served with 
homemade mashed potatoes 
and fresh asparagus, a nice 
plate of Ahi Tuna or a succulent 
pasta dish like the Florentina Fet- 
tuccine Alfredo. Meat Lovers will 
have their fix with choices of a 
devourable 22oz. Bone-In “Tom- 
ahawk” Rib-Eye, pan seared in 
garlic infused oil and finished in 
the oven or our juicy N.Y Strip 
Loin, seasoned & grilled. All our 
steaks options are seasoned with 
a blend of kosher salt and freshly 
cracked black pepper. Served 
with homemade mashed pota- 
toes, seasoned vegetables and 
a choice of red wine reduction, 
green peppercorn demi glace, 
mushroom sauce, or bacon blue 
cheese butter. For extra sides the 
options are delectable. Fresh as- 
paragus, seasonal vegetables, 
mashed or baked potatoes, fries 
or rice and beans. Combine 
your personal choice with one of 
the most exclusive wine from the 


great selection of international 
wines to compliment your dish. 
Kids will enjoy every item of the 
specially compiled kids menu 
and there are also optional dish- 
es for all vegans, vegetarians 
and gluten-free guests. To end 
the culinary voyage with some 
luscious sweetness, the desserts 
are wild. From a piece of coco- 
nut flan, NY cheese cake, carrot 
cake, chocolate brownie or our 
classic Tiramisu with kahlua and 
amaretto served with choco- 
late sauce and coffee jelly. Not 
to mention the fresh and light 
piece of key lime pie. 


Creating memories 
If you are planning a birthday 
dinner, here you will receive a 
nice bottle of champagne to 
take home with you to extend 
your experience even further 
whether on the beach or your 
own private balcony. 


Live entertainment 
Just about every day of the 
week, there is a different live 
entertainment by the best local 
artists for you to enjoy. Whether 
you’re in a romantic mood, or 
more in a swinging mood, there 
is absolutely a night especially 
for you where you can combine 
great music with delicious cock- 
tails mixed with concoctions. In 
addition, Water’s Edge offers 
three daily Happy Hours from 
12pm-1pm, 4pm-6pm and again 
from 9pm-10pm with all premium 
brands specially priced. 


Breakfast, Lunch & Dinner 
Whether you join us for breakfast, 
lunch or dinner, Water’s Edge 
Restaurant & Bar offers a relaxed 
and inspirational dining experi- 
ence overlooking the beautiful 
Eagle Beach with spectacular 
ocean views. Gather with friends 
and family for drinks and appe- 
tizers or a night of pampering 
and relaxation. 


Start this year’s vacation with this amazing experience in the heart 
of Costa Linda Beach Resort. 
Water’s Edge Restaurant is a jewel many had the pleasure to find! 


Water’s Edge is open daily from 
8am – 11pm 


To reserve your table please 
call +297 583-8000 / ext 8106 or 
direct line +297 586-9494 


For more information about 
the menus, entertainment and 
hours, please visit the website 
watersedge-aruba.com 


“Water’s Edge Restaurant is 
where magnificent beach views, 
amazing food and excellent 
service come together." 


Thank you to all our guests 
From the bottom of our hearts, 
we would like to Thank all of 
our guests who showed us 
so much love and support 
all throughout the year, and 
hopefully will continue to do so 
in the years to come. What we 
are most grateful for is that we 
could get back to doing what 
we love, which is looking after 
our guests. So, thank you for 
every dinner, lunch, breakfast, 
every to-go order, every glass 
of wine, every birthday, an- 
niversary and date-night that 
you spent with us this last year. 
To our new guests, Welcome! 
We hope you to see you back 
soon!q 


